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NOTICE 

The next meeting will be Saturday, August 21, 

2010 at Apple Annie’s in Tulare, CA.  The time 

is 11:30 am and the program will be a video. 

Hello to all CCDXC members.  Our next meeting will be on August 21, 2010.  The scheduled program is a video 

on Midway Island Expedition.  I am told that it is about 50 minutes long and is very good.  As usual there will be 

time for getting together and talking with each other.  Also, we will need to be thinking about the placement of 

new officers for next year.  With that said, I hope to see you all at the next meeting. 

 73, Mike W6YDE 

Congratulations…. 

...to David Davidson, AF6EV on winning the Pacific 

Division Single Operator Low Power CW Plaque 

in the 2010 ARRL CW International DX  

Contest.  The plaque is sponsored by the Central 

California DX Club.  

Club Members: Perry, K6XJ and Bob, N2NS 
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MIN UTES FRO M JUN E 19 ,  2010 MEETING 

Central California DX Club, Inc. 
Club Meeting 
June 19, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 P.M. by president Mike Bavoso, W6YDE, at Apple Annie’s in 

Tulare CA. 

There were 13 members and guests present.  Present were W6YDE, W6DPD, W6GR, WA5VGI, WS6X, 

K6XJ, W6AE, NA6G Vicki, N2NS, WA6YEE and Shawn and WD6FF. 

Welcome to back to membership to Richard WD6FF, of Madera. Richard was a charter member of the 

CCDXC when it was formed in 1981. 

Jim, WS6X, was commended on the great job he is doing as webmaster for the club web page, 

www.ccdxc.org. 

Steve Bassett, NA6G, was commended for the great job he is doing with the newsletter, QUA DX.  

Congratulations to Bob Gonzales, KK6LT on achieving his first DXCC. 

Steve Brunt, K6AAB, fell and broke a hip and elbow.  He is recuperating at his house following a hospital 

stay and surgery.  

DX ANNOUNCEMENTS 

MV Island, R1MVI, may be deleted because the new agreement between Finland and Russia did not in-

clude the island.  The DXCC Desk has to act on this. 

Netherlands Antilles may result in up to 5 new DXCC entities as a result of the vote to become somewhat 
independent from the Netherlands.  The date is 10.10.10. Several groups are planning DXpeditions to 
these islands to commence on the date of independence.  The July 2010 of Worldradio online has a dis-

cussion of this in the 10-10 column. 

MINUTES AND TREASURY 

The minutes of the January 23, 2010, meeting were approved as printed in QUA DX. The treasury on 
January 20, 2010, had $2328.66.  There was a deposit of $456 for dues, badge, donation, and ticket 
sales.  Expenses were $239.96. (badge $45.76, plaques $19.62, stamps $17.60and prizes $126.98.The 
balance on June 14, 2010 was $2549.70.  The report of the treasurer was approved.  Our paid member-

ship for 2010 is 52.   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 

NEW BUSINESS 

None 

There was a prize drawing. 

PROGRAM 

The program was presented by John Temple, WA6YEE, on baluns for a 160 meter receiving antenna he 
is building.  He discussed the different size and make up of the balun material.  He showed some he had 

made.  He also showed a prototype paddle he built.  He is working on improvements to this prototype.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The next meeting is Saturday, August 21, 2010, at Apple Annie’s in Tulare.  We will gather by 11:30 A.M.  

The program is to be determined later. 

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 PM. 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Charles McConnell W6DPD 

http://www.ccdxc.org/


 3 

QR P SPRIN T 

Hello to all CCDXC Members.  I was told that we have a little space left in this month's club newsletter.  So I am 

writing to tell you about a QRP/CW contest (2010 QRP-ARCI Summer Homebrew Sprint) I entered on 

7/11/10.  QRP/CW is something I really enjoy and enjoy doing in a field day environment makes it that much more 

fun.  But then again, I been told that I am not FD material.  Go figure. 

On Saturday 7/10/20 I packed up my Elecraft KX1 and a YP-3 (yagi in a bag) designed by Mike Staal of M2 and 

headed down to a vacant lot I own just below Shaver Lake, CA.  Along with my rig and antenna, I brought along a 

used battery from an UPS and a Harbor Freight solar battery charger.  Logging was done on paper and was not a 

problem, since I only had 8 contacts.  These 8 contacts were worth more that 15,600 points.  So QRP/CW  

contesting is good fun and you will need a calculator.  To accumulate 15,000 plus points with only 8 contacts, 

there a few helpful things you need to know.  A homebrew or kit rig, not a modular kit (but a solder the parts to 

the board kit built by you) gives you 5,000 bonus points per band worked.  Being portable on battery/solar power 

gives you an additional 5,000 points to your total score.  In addition to bonus points there are several multipliers 

for different contacts worked. 

Now for the important stuff... working this home brew QRP contest is not like working some World-Wide 

or ARRL CW contest, these contacts are few and far between.  Plus when you find one they can't hear you and I 

could not hear them.  Remember 5 watts or less and mostly all other stations were portable with just a wire.  I 

had a little advantage with my 3 element yagi.  Operating in the dirt with just a chair and a table under a tree is 

not like flipping a switch at your home QTH station and working everything you hear.  I would call this work and I 

now can appreciate a yagi some 70 feet in the air and the kitchen and bathroom down the hall. 

So with that said my time is almost up as your president at CCDXC.  My term will end on 12/31/10 and then I will 

be off with my grandson and the two girls to do a little camping and ham radio.  So thanks for reading and allowing 

me to be your president for the past three year.  I really enjoyed it and I hope that I did a job worthy of its  

position in a club as well established as the CCDXC. 

73 and I hope to work you some day on QRP/CW. 

Mike/W6YDE   

DX FROM THE MUDHO LE—WA5VGI 

Sometimes its just plain embarrassing to live in a town called Atascadero which in Spanish means "mud hole".  My 

good friend Phil, W6UC, often reminds me of this fact.  There is no mud hole today, but in the flat lands, where 

our town is located has some of the best looking top soil I have ever seen.  Up here on the ridge it is just clay and 

rock.  I was reminded of this when we dug 35 holes behind our deck to plant some drought resistant plants to 

replace our lawn.  It seems that when you choose just the right spot to place a plant, a large rock looms just under 

the surface, requiring a long pry bar to remove it.  I wouldn't be out there digging in the ground if there was more 

DX to work but unfortunately poor propagation continues.  But once a few more home chores are completed I 

will then be able to start working on my list of ham radio things to do.  I need to replace my 160 meter beverage 

which long past found its way to the ground after high winds and attacks by the local deer.  Also need to get a lift 

and work on my 80 meter yagi.  It made it through the winter okay, but needs many bolts tightened up, new 

ropes, which are used to tie it down in the winter winds, and replacement of some of the rotator and antenna 

switching lug connections which are badly corroded.  Also I need a new controller for my M-squared rotator.  I 
am getting tired of having to reset the antenna direction after several rotations due to mis-counted pulses from 

the rotator.  A new Green Heron will be the answer. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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The following operations are scheduled: 

 

Afghanistan T6TL and T6JC October 2010 to May 2011 

Bahrain A92IO now through August 2011 

Wake Island KH9/WA2YUN now through 2010 

Djibouti J28AA now for at least a year 

Djibouti J28JV soon for at least a year, maybe 2 

Lebanon OD5/DL6SN now to December 2010 

South Shetlands DT8A now to February 2011 

Angola D2CQ February 2010 for a few years. 

Aves Island YV0A early 2010?? 

Marion Island ZS8M May, 15 2010 to April 2011 

Rwanda 9X0TL July 21 to September 2010 

Egypt SU/HA3JB September to November 2010 

St. Maarten PJ7 beginning October 10, 2010 

Sable Island CY0 October 22 to November 1, 2010 

Greenland OX October 20 to October 30, 2010 

Botswana A2 October 21 to November 4, 2010 

Senegal F5NFV/6W October 25 to November 1, 2010 

Kermadec ZL8X November 19 to December 5, 2010 

Jarvis Island N5E Scheduled for November 17 to December 1, 2010 

Juan Fernandez XR0ZN postponed to the end of 2010 

Spratly Islands DX0DX January 6 to January 24, 2011 

South Orkney Islands VP8O January 27 to February 8, 2011 

Jan Mayen JX July 4 to July 14, 2011 

UPCOMING O PERATION S 

With DX activity slow I recently did another upload from my logging computer to ARRL LOTW (Log Book of The 

World).  If you are participating in the Challenge Award or collecting countries for several bands this is a valuable 

tool.  All of today's logging programs can produce an ADI file.  All you have to do is get setup with ARRL for 

LOTW, receive your t-QSL (trusted QSL) file, and install it on your computer.   It is a simple matter to take your 

ADI file and enter it into t-QSL where your ADI file is renamed as a tq8 file.  This renaming of the file is really 

your electronic signature on each submitted contact - not any different than signing a QSL card.  Once received by 

ARRL your file is entered into your own DXCC data base.  If you log on to show your DXCC data base a  

summary table of confirmed countries for each band 160 - 6 meters is shown.  If the data base has received a  

contact from a country you currently do not have confirmed on a band( or mode) it will indicate  that and also let 

you identify the station.  If you choose, and for a charge, you can then apply those new DXCC entities to your 

DXCC award base.  After my upload I was pleased to see confirmations from ST2AR and TL0A for 12 and 17 

meter QSOs.   

I had QSLs piled up in a box from several DX contests as well as some from regular QSOs.  A number of these 

represented new prefixes for the CQ WPX program so it was time to get these off to ARRL for outgoing QSL 

shipment.  I found the Post Office now has a couple of nice sized boxes for shipping to ARRL.  I also used their 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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NOTICE:  If you change your email address, please send the change to the Secretary/Treasurer at 
charles.mcconnell@comcast.net.  If you don’t send the email change, you will not receive QUA DX, 

eQUA DX, or any other announcements. 

electronic shipping confirmation to make sure my prized shipment made it to Newington, CT.  It had been almost 

10 months since my last shipment and I had over 1700 QSO cards to sort and box.  And they made it to CT.  I 

decided to log onto the W5 QSL Bureau site to make sure that I still had adequate $'s on file for envelopes and 

read a very interesting message from the bureau head.  He said that business at the QSL bureau had taken a very 

steep drop this year. Sorters who normally had lots of work to do now were almost idle.  He thought that some 

of the impact was from more folks using LOTW.  Think he is probably correct but also shipping costs have risen 

all over the world which probably also has an impact. 

At the last meeting we mentioned how nice the club newsletter looked.  Quite a change from the old days of 

Xerox and pony express shipping.  Congratulations again to Jim, WS6X and Steve, NA6G, on their good work.  

Oh yes, how about those beautiful keys produced by John, WA6YEE.  They are a real work of art and the best I 

have ever sent CW with.  Good work John.  

Look forward to seeing everyone in a few weeks. 

73/Good DX,  Bill - WA5VGI 

(Continued from page 4) 
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